
1	 SECTION 1: INTRODUCTION AND CONTEXT

1.1	 Introduction

This document outlines the Core Statutory Quality Assurance (QA) Guidelines established 
by QQI for providers of higher, further and English language education and training. 
These guidelines are “statutory” guidelines: QQI must publish QA guidelines under the 
Qualifications and Quality Assurance (Education and Training) Act, 2012 (referred to as 
the 2012 Act in the rest of the document). The 2012 Act further requires providers to “have 
regard to” QQI’s quality assurance (QA) guidelines when establishing their own quality 
assurance procedures. The principles underpinning these guidelines are set out in the QQI 
Policy on Quality Assurance Guidelines. These Core Guidelines should be considered in 
conjunction with QQI’s sector and topic-specific QA guidelines as appropriate. 

1.2	 What is the purpose of these guidelines?

These guidelines are to be used:

•	 by providers when designing, establishing, evaluating, maintaining, renewing and 
reviewing their quality assurance policies and procedures 

•	 as a basis for the approval by QQI of providers’ quality assurance procedures 
(other than for previously established universities)

These guidelines are not intended:

•	 to prescribe how providers are to carry out their work or run their organisations 

•	 as a “how to” manual for providers on the establishment of QA procedures. Rather, 
it is up to providers to establish an internal quality system appropriate to their 
individual context which incorporates both operational procedures and a system 
of review to monitor the effectiveness of those procedures

These guidelines should be read in conjunction with QQI’s policy on statutory  
QA guidelines. 

1.3	 To whom do these guidelines apply?

These core QA guidelines are applicable to all types of providers and the programmes of 
education and training, research and related services they offer. They are produced for the 
attention of, and use by, providers establishing quality assurance procedures under the 
2012 Act. The legal context varies between providers as follows:

•	 Previously established universities and the National University of Ireland (NUI) 
are recognised as autonomous and must have regard to QA guidelines in the 
development of their internal QA procedures.

•	 Other awarding bodies, namely the Royal College of Surgeons in Ireland (RCSI), 
the Dublin Institute of Technology (DIT) and other institutes of technology, must 
have regard to the QA guidelines prior to the approval of their QA procedures by 
QQI. 
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